
Billy the Kid 

There is no outlaw more legendary that 
Billy the Kid. Countless books, movies, and 
songs have been written about his life, but 
the reality was not quite as sensational. 
Often portrayed as a cold-blooded killer, he 
entered a life of crime out of necessity, not 
malice.  

People who knew him personally called 
him brave, resourceful honest, and full of 
laughter. Under different circumstances, he 

could have been a successful man. It has been said that he killed 21 
people, one for each year of his life, but he was probably only 
responsible for four. 

  In 1877, he went to work as a cattle guard for rancher, John 
Tunstall. Tunstall was embroiled in a bitter dispute with the local 
merchants Lawrence Murphy and James Dolan. On February 18, 
1878, Tunstall was murdered by Murphy’s workers while herding 
his cattle in the open range. He was unarmed and alone. This event 
started what would be called The Lincoln County War.  

Enraged, the ranch hands, including Billy, were deputized and 
given the warrants to bring in the Murphy men. They called 
themselves the Regulators. Due to the corruption of the day, the 
governor sided with Murphy, and the Regulators became the 
enemy. After a daring escape from jail, and a few years on the run, 
he was shot and killed by Sheriff Pat Garrett while hiding out in a 
friend’s home.  

Over the years, several people have claimed to be Billy the Kid, but 
the chance that he survived and/or his body was misidentified are 
highly unlikely. 
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Jesse James 

Jesse James was born in Missouri, and 

along with his brother, Frank, was a 

Confederate guerrilla fighter during the 

Civil War.  

After the war, the James boys joined 

the Younger brothers and formed the 

James-Younger Gang. Together, they 

robbed banks, stagecoaches, and trains.  

In 1869, the gang held up the Daviess 

County Savings Association in Gallatin, Missouri. Jesse shot and 

killed a clerk, believing him to be someone else. When he realised 

his terrible mistake, he began a correspondence with John Newman 

Edwards, editor and founder of the Kansas City Times. Edwards had 

fought for the Confederacy also, and was sympathetic to the James 

brothers.  

He ran many admiring articles about the gang and published 

Jesse James’ letters to the public, in which he declared his 

innocence. These articles raised his public profile and made him a 

kind of folk hero.  

Though he was famous while alive, he became even more so in 

death, when he was shot in the back of the head in his own home by 

trusted friend Robert Ford. His mother, Zerelda James chose this 

epitaph for her son: “In Loving Memory of my Beloved Son, 

Murdered by a Traitor and Coward Whose Name is not Worthy to 

Appear Here.” 
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Butch Cassidy 

In 1879, at the age of 13, Robert LeRoy 

Parker (Butch Cassidy) lived and worked 

with his family on the ranch of Jim Marshall 

in Circleville, Utah. It was there that he met 

his friend and mentor, Mike Cassidy who 

gave Bob his first gun and taught him how 

to shoot.  

Years later, Bob would take his last 

name, Cassidy, as a tribute. His first run-in 

with the law occurred when he rode into town to buy a new pair of 

overalls. The general store was closed, so Bob let himself in, found a 

pair that fit, and left a note promising that he would be back to pay 

later.  

The merchant reported him to the Sherriff, but he was 

acquitted of any crime. On June 24, 1889, he and three others 

robbed the San Miguel Valley Bank in Telluride, netting $21,000. 

With this money, he bought a ranch near the infamous “Hole-in-the-

Wall” outlaw hideout. Parker, by this time “Butch Cassidy”, was 

never a very good rancher, and it is believed to have simply been a 

cover for his illegal activities.  

In 1896, he became the leader of the infamous group of 

criminals known as the Wild Bunch that included some of the most 

well-known outlaws of the Wild West. As with the Sundance Kid, it 

is unknown if he really died in Bolivia, or if, as some relatives claim, 

he returned to America. 
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The Sundance Kid 

The Sundance Kid (Henry Longabaugh) 

earned his nickname when he was caught 

and convicted of horse thievery in 

Sundance, Wyoming.  

Despite his reputation as a 

gunfighter, he is not certain to have 

actually killed anyone. After his release 

from jail in 1896, he and Robert LeRoy 

Parker aka “Butch Cassidy” formed the 

gang known as the Wild Bunch. They 

were responsible for the longest string of 

successful train and bank robberies in 

American history.  

Due to the pressure of the Pinkerton Detective Agency on their 

trail, Sundance, Butch, and Etta Place left the United States for 

Argentina to let things cool down.  

He is believed to have been killed in a shootout in Bolivia, but 

several family members claim he actually returned to the states, 

changed his name to William Henry Long, and lived in the small 

town of Duchesne, Utah until 1936.  

As of this writing, Long’s body has been exhumed and is 

undergoing DNA testing to determine the truth. 
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