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Terry Dunne, is a tapestry artist / weaver and has just set up his loom at his new weaving studio in  Cullen’s Cross, Woodgraigue, Duncormick, Co. Wexford. He is one of Ireland’s leading 

tapestry and rug weavers. After studying in Dunlaoghaire College of Art from 1976 to 1980, he has exhibited his work extensively both in Ireland and abroad. He designs and weaves a 

range of hand woven floor rugs and wall hangings suitable for domestic use as well as corporate and public buildings. As a tapestry artist he works in much the same way as a painter. 

His ideas and images emerge through drawing and painting and would remain as mere sketches if the translation into fibre, yarn and weave was not applied to them. Woven tapestry is 

very important to him and using traditional weaves and structures he can communicate his experiences of the world through his woven art. Terry Dunne is pictured holding one of his 

latest pieces in the photograph below. His floor rugs are exercises in colour and are designed and woven to suit the area they are made for. They are enjoying a revival at present with 

the interest in wooden floors. People like to use good quality floor rugs for winter warmth and then remove them for summer use. He have been involved in setting up a new support 

group for artists in the Wexford area called "5D Creative Forum" which has recently had its first exhibition in Wexford town and is planning a number of exhibitions throughout the 

summer months. I am also involved in teaching art and I am a part-time teacher at the National College of Art and Design in Dublin. I also give workshops for teachers. 

 

 

 

THE SONG OF WANDERING AENGUS 

W.B Yeats 

I went out to the hazel wood, 

Because a fire was in my head, 

And cut and peeled a hazel wand, 

And hooked a berry to a thread; 

 

And when white moths were on the wing, 

And moth-like stars were flickering out, 

I dropped the berry in a stream 

And caught a little silver trout. 

 

When I had laid it on the floor 

I went to blow the fire a-flame, 

But something rustled on the floor, 

And someone called me by my name: 

It had become a glimmering girl 

With apple blossom in her hair 

Who called me by my name and ran 

And faded through the brightening air. 

 
Though I am old with wandering 

Through hollow lands and hilly lands, 

I will find out where she has gone, 

And kiss her lips and take her hands; 

And walk among long dappled grass, 

And pluck till time and times are done 

The silver apples of the moon, 

The golden apples of the sun 

The piece of 

art you looked 

at was based 

on this poem. 

Can you 

connect the 

two? 
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or even writeabout. 

THINKABOUT THE THEME 

Do you have rugs / carpets in your home? 

Have you ever thought about how rugs / carpets are made? 

Many artists have found a stimulus for their art in poetry. Can you think of any poems that might make good starting points for art? 

THINKABOUT THE ART 

 

 



 
4 

 

What tools and materials might a weaver make use of? 

Could you suggest ways in which you might make a simple loom? 

What types of things might you weave onto a loom? 

THINKABOUT WHAT YOU CAN SEE IN THE ART 

If you could touch it, what do you think the piece of art might feel like? 

What colours and shapes can you see in the piece of art? 

Which parts of the piece of art relate directly to the poem? 

THINK FURTHER 

Thinkabout what other kinds of art might make use of fabrics and fibres? 

 

WEAVE WITH PAPERS 

Try weaving with different types and colours of paper. Begin with regular cuts and then try our irregular cuts. Can you do the same with fabrics and fibres? 

 

Warp 

Weft 
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WEAVE WITH HESSIAN FABRIC 

Take a piece of hessian fabric and begin to pull some of the fibres out of it to create spaces. What you are doing is pulling out some of the weft fibres to expose the warp 

fibres. Can you now weave other fibres through the spaces you have created. Use a bodkin, needle or even a stick as your weaving shuttle. Try adding ribbons, straw or 

anything you fancy to create an interesting small piece of fabric art. 

MAKE AND USE A CARD LOOM begin by creating a strong card shape 

 

WEAVE ON A GRAND SCALE 

Hammer in tacks or strong drawing pins to the top and bottom of a 

notice board or even a door. Make sure that the top and bottom nails are 

evenly spaced and that each bottom nail is directly below a matching Use 

some strong fibre, such as twine, to create long warp threads. Begin to 

weave all your weft materials through – you can use all types of fibres 

and fabrics to do this. 


