
 

Workshop in which the 
team of Alannah Spell-
man, Emily Hynes, 
Heather Kenny and 
Emily Noone designed 
the rocket that trav-
elled the furthest. Sec-
ond and third years 
then attended a physics 
workshop, and the day 
concluded with the 
Planet Champion talk 
for first and third years. A 
very informative and 
interesting day was en-
joyed by all.  

Our TYs also had the 
opportunity to chat with 
a scientist in a series of 
virtual conversations on a 
number of interesting 
topics including human 
nutrition, agriculture and 
sustainability.  

Science Week 2021 took 
place from 7th to the 14th 
of November and contin-
ued with the Science Festi-
val that took place over a 
number of events through-
out November.  

Our Transition Year stu-
dents organised a Science 
Quiz for all junior cycle 
students. This proved to be 
an enjoyable and educa-
tional morning, with the 
team of Jamie Noone, 
Jeffrey O’Reilly, Paul 
McGrath, Conor O’Shea, 
Sineád Daly and Clodagh 
Ward emerging victorious. 
Well done to all who took 
part and to the Transition 
Year class for organizing 
such a brilliant event.  

Our Science Festival also 
saw a great day of talks 
and activities from visiting 
scientist Declan Holmes. 
Our first and second years 
took part in a Rocket 

Science Festival at St Killian’s  

Halloween Bake-Off 

Our Home Economics students were 
busy preparing for the St Killian’s 
‘Halloween Bake-Off’ Competition in 
October. Their task was to bake and 
decorate a Halloween-themed sweet 
treat and present them in the Home 
Economics Room on  22nd October. 
Our students from First, Second and 
Third Year produced an array of 
amazing bakes that were artfully dec-
orated and tasted delicious! 

Well done to all the students involved.  

Principal’s Welcome  

I would like to extend a 
very warm welcome to 
our Christmas newsletter. 
As you can see, St Killian’s 
College has been a very 
busy place over the past 
few weeks with a diverse 
range of activities. Huge 
congratulations to all staff 
and students who are 
enabling these activities 
to take place. I hope you 
enjoy reading this news-
letter and on behalf of 
everyone at St Killian’s 
College I would like to 
wish you all a very happy 
Christmas and New Year.  
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Students from our 
Fifth and Second 
Year art classes 

working with clay in 
the art room.  

 

Second Year 
English 

students in 
the ‘Hotseat’ 

discussing 
their novel. 

Members of the newly-formed lunchtime Chess 
Club. The club takes place in Room 11 and is a 

great way for students to practice their maths skills 
and special awareness, as well as socialising and 

having fun!  

First Year home 
economics students 

evaluating their 
scones over tea and 

hot chocolate. 

Fifth & Sixth Year students 
attending a talk given by 
Laura Creevy from NUI 
Maynooth to discuss the 

variety of courses on offer 
at the Maynooth Campus.  
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Leaving Certificate music 
students demonstrating 
their talents in the music 
room in preparation for our 
school lunchtime Christmas 
concerts.  

 

Senior students who participated in the 
‘Gaeilge 24’ challenge to speak Irish 

exclusively for 24 hours in November. 
Well done to all the students involved.  

First Year Home Economics 
students with their delicious 

Christmas baking—red 
velvet cupcakes.  

First year 
students 

completing an 
orienteering 
challenge in 

New Inn Woods 
during PE. 

Transition Year Home 
Economics students 

with their lovely 
chocolate biscuit cake 
Christmas puddings  
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First and Second 
Year French 

students 
demonstrating their 
moves in the French 
room! The students 
did a great job of 

following the moves 
en français.  

Well done to Brónagh 
Deeley (Transition 

Year) who received a 
t-shirt and hat for the 

best question at a 
recent career talk 

given by MathWorks  

Biel Queralto (Third Year)
working on the CNC lathe in the 
engineering class making model 
drink bottles from aluminium 

and nylon. Since joining the class 
in late August, Biel has 

contributed hugely to the class 
and has also completed a model 
acrylic hurley, a mini engine and 
an X & O game. Wishing Biel all 
the best on his return home to 
Spain and thank you for being 

an exceptional student in St. 
Killian's College. 

The students of St. Killian's took 
part in Stand Up Awareness 

Week to show their support for 
the LGBTI+ Community during 
the week of 15th November. It 

culminated on Friday 19th when 
an explosion of colour filled our 

corridors and classrooms to 
celebrate Rainbow Jumper Day. 

Scéim Ghaeltachta Scoileanna 
GRETB 2022: Lorcan Forde, 

Keeley Spellman, Lily Prior & 
Mikayla Noone. 
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As part of Maths Week at St 
Killian’s, the Transition Year 
group organized Bingo for 

all first and second year 
students. Great fun was had 

by all, with prizes galore.  

Third Year students visited the National 
Aquarium of Ireland in Salthill on Thursday 
18th November to explore seashore species, 

sustainability, and ocean conservation. They 
learned how ‘Ocean Literacy’ simply means 
understanding how the oceans influence us, 
as humans, and how we impact the oceans. 
Oceans cover two thirds of the planet and 

contain over 200,000 unique marine 
species with more yet to be discovered. Each 

of these species are important within their 
own habitats and have special adaptations 

to survive. 

The students had a very informative and 
enjoyable day.  

 

 Lyn Donnelly of Ballinasloe Enterprise Centre 
visited the school on Friday, November 19th and 

gave the senior L.C.V.P. students a presentation on 
the great work that the Centre does and also gave 

the students a great insight into Community 
Development in practice. Community 

Development is a core part of the L.C.V.P. syllabus 
and Lyn’s presentation on how the Centre is 

working so well for Ballinasloe was of great benefit 
to the students. 

An ellipse poster competition held recently among 
the Second Year Technical Gaphics class produced 
some high quality entries. Pictured here are the 
top two, runner-up Beatrice Davies (left) and 
overall winner Heather Kenny. Well done girls, 

keep up the great work. 



 

Our Transition Year students have 
been busy this term on days out, 
attending talks with guest speak-
ers, continuing their academic 
studies and attending their work 
experience every Monday.  

They have been demonstrating 
their excellent leadership and or-
ganisational skills in a variety of 
ways. As part of Science Week at 
St Killian’s the TY class organised a 
very successful science quiz for our 
junior students on 22nd October, 
and as part of Maths Week they 
organised and conducted sessions 
of bingo for junior maths students.  

They have been attending talks on 
a wide variety of subjects. During 
our Science Festival, they attended 

a virtual Q&A session with scien-
tists from ‘I’m a Scientist’ Ireland 
about human nutrition, agricul-
ture and sustainability. In October, 
the class attended a session on 
Road Safety with members of An 
Garda Siochána where they 
learned some invaluable safety 
information which will stand to 
them in the future. They attended 
a virtual session with Shauna 
Maloney from Outwest on the 
topic of LGBTQI+ terminology, 
statistics, bullying and being an 
ally. They have attended two 
sessions with PJ Mullen as part of 
the Whizzkids enterprise initiative,  
and on 30th November they 
heard from Helen Ralph from SVP 
on the importance of social 
awareness.  

 

 

In November our students got to work 
collecting supplies to fill boxes as part of 
the annual Team Hope Christmas Shoe-
box Appeal. The appeal is an annual 
campaign that delivers gifts straight into 
the hands of children affected by poverty. 
Often the shoebox might be the only gift 
that a vulnerable child receives for Christ-
mas. This is a worthy cause indeed and, 
led by the TY students, St Killian’s filled 
and sent their boxes to children of all 
ages. The boxes left the school on 9th 
November to be sent in time for Christ-
mas where we hope they will bring lots of 
smiles and joy.  

Thank you to everyone who contributed 
to the appeal.  

 

The class also took a trip 
to Galway to visit the Es-
cape Rooms on 11th No-
vember which proved to 
be a great team-building 
experience.  

On 16th December the 
group will travel to Gal-
way to take a tour of the 
NUIG campus and to take 
in the Christmas Market in 
Eyre Square.  

 

On 25th November the TY 
class set out for a very en-
joyable day trip to Dublin 
which saw them attend the 
Ski Club of Ireland in Kilter-
nan. A great day was en-
joyed by all.  

They also had a great day 
at Astro Bay in Galway in 
October where they enjoyed 
playing bubble soccer and 
taking part in battle zone 
archery.  

Page 6 

T.Y. Activities  

Team Hope Christmas Shoebox Appeal  

Transition Year 2021-2022 



 

St Killian’s art students un-
der the direction of Ms 
Dunne, have been hard at 
work this term and have 
produced an array of beau-
tiful Christmas card. The 
cards feature their artwork, 
completed using watercol-
ours and colouring pencils 
and we are very proud of 
their finished work. As can 
be seen from the selection of 
cards here, the standard 
was very high. Winners of 
the card competition were 
announced at school on 
Tuesday 14th December as 
follows:  first prize went to 
Megan Dolan (Third Year) 
and joint runners-up were 
Aoibheann Donohoe 

(Second Year), Brónagh 
Deeley (Transition Year) 
and Liam Callnan 
(Transition Year).  

Well done to everyone 
who participated in this 
project.  

 

The music students, under 
the direction of Ms Larkin 
performed a series of 
lunchtime concerts on Tues-
day 14th, Wednesday 15th 
and Thursday 16th Decem-
ber in the school canteen 
where we were treated to 
performances of festive 
carols and traditional music.  

Our students also be had 
their annual Christmas din-
ner in the school canteen on 

Wednesday 15th December.  

Following on from their talk 
with Helen Ralph of St Vin-
cent de Paul, the Transition 
Year class held a Christmas 
jumper fundraiser on 
Wednesday 15th December 
and we wore our Christmas 
jumpers that day in support 
of this great cause.   

We have been celebrating 
the festive season at St 
Killian’s. On Monday 13th 
December the music stu-
dents travelled to Ballinder-
ry Nursing Home in Kilcon-
nell to perform live for the 
residents. On 15th December 
they continued a tradition 
they began last year by 
performing music on Zoom 
calls with the residents of 
the nursing home.  
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Christmas at St Killian’s  

Christmas Celebrations  

Christmas Card Designs 

The staff and students of St Killian’s College 

wish everyone a joyful Christmas season and 

a happy & healthy New Year.  

 

Nollaig Shona Duit   



 

Camogie  

First Year: Our first year camogie team took 
part in the Mairead Meehan 7-aside camogie 
blitz run by Presentation College Athenry, on 
Thursday the 18th of November in Killimordaly 
GAA pitch. The girls got to play a team from St. 
Brigid’s College Loughrea and Gort Community 
school. They also got an opportunity for a pic-
ture with the All-Ireland winning O’Duffy cup. 
Two of our students, who are here from Spain, 
also got a chance to play in the blitz in some of 
the challenge matches which were organised on 
the day. 

 

 

 

Pictured: Back: A. Cogavin, C. Kenny, S. Alonso, 
K. Donohue, E. Hernandez Cobarro, Front: E. 
Murray, O. Prior, A. Finnerty, T. ScullyMissing 
from photo: M. Cosgrove 

Minor: Our first and second year girls will have 
their school’s competition starting in the new 
year. This is a campaign which they are looking 
forward to getting stuck into.  

Junior: Our junior camogie team had a very 
competitive campaign this year. They played 
three group games, winning two of these. In the 
first round they took on Seamount College Kin-
vara at home, on the 15th of October. This was a 
tough battle ending in a loss to Kinvara by 4 
points with a score line of 2.09 to Seamount 
College and 2.05 to St. Killian’s College. On this 
occasion we had scores from Caoimhe Kelly 
(2.02), Laoise McGrath (0.01), Rebecca Kenny 
(0.01) and Ciara McGrath (0.01). Seamount 
went on to win out the Connacht Junior B com-
petition this year. In the second round the girls 
took on Clarin College Athenry in Killimordaly 
on 20th October. On this occasion they had a 
substantial win with a scoreline of St. Killian’s 
College: 7.16, Clarin College: 2.01. During this 
match scores came from Shauna Greaney (1.00), 
Grace Morrissey (1.01), Caoimhe Kelly (4.07), 
Emily Noone (1.03), Rebecca Kenny (0.01), 
Shuana Fahy (0.02), Mary Brigid Cosgrove 
(0.02). In the third round the girls took on Holy 
Rosary College Mountbellew in Mountbellew  
GAA grounds, on the 12th of November. This 
again was a tough battle which the girls fought 
hard, resulting in a win for St. Killian’s on a 
scoreline of 3.05 to St. Killian’s and 2.04 to HRC.  

 

Extracurricular Activities  

Senior Camogie: Connacht B Champions 

Our senior camogie girls are currently through to an All-Ireland semi-
final, to be played on February 5th 2022. On their senior campaign to-
date they defeated Holy Rosary College Mountbellew and Gort Commu-
nity School to qualify from their group to the Connacht final.  

Their first round saw them travel to Mountbellew GAA pitch to take on 
HRC on 13th October. The girls had a very impressive start to the compe-
tition with a winning score line of St. Killian’s 4.16 to HRC’s 5 points. On 
this day there were some lovely passages of play with scores coming from 
Amy Creaven (1.00), Caoimhe Kelly (1.07), Shannon Corcoran (2.05), 
Aisling Dillon (0.01) and Grace Morrissey (0.03). 

For the second round, the girls took on Gort community school in Bullaun 
Gaa pitch on the 2nd of November. This game proved to be a very close 
battle with St. Killian’s coming out on the winning side by a goal. The 
final score was St. Killian’s 5.09 to Gort 4.09, with scores from Caoimhe 
Kelly (5.06), Aisling Dillon (0.01) and Grace Morrissey (0.01). 

These two wins guaranteed the girls a place in the Connacht Colleges 
Senior B final. For this battle, the girls took on St. Cuan’s of Castleblakney 
on Monday the 29th of November in Ballindereen GAA pitch. This was a 
very close encounter with St. Cuan’s progressing ahead a few times 
throughout the second half. But the girls continued to work hard and 
came out with a victory of 4 points on a scoreline of St. Killian’s 18 points 
to St. Cuan’s 2.08. On this occasion we had scores from Shannon Corcoran 
(0.02), Caoimhe Kelly (0.15) and Aisling Dillon (0.01). 

We wish the girls the very best of luck in their All-Ireland semi-final on 
February 5th.  

Connacht Senior B Camogie Champions, 2021-22 

Back: L to R; Caitlin Hynes, Réitseal Kelly, Emma Fahy, Amy Creaven, 
Emily Kenny, Chloe Gilchreest, Heather Curley, Sinead Daly, Hannah 
Nevin, Amy Hawkins, Ciara McGrath, Laoise McGrath, Megan Dolan, 
Shauna Greaney, Front L to R: Laura Kenny, Caroline Fahy, Rebecca 
Kenny, Melissa McDonnell, Shannon Corcoran, Aisling Dillon (C), Shauna 
Fahy, Saoirse Duhan, Grace Morrissey, Mikayla Noone, Caoimhe Kelly, 
Sara Alonso, Bronagh Deeley 

 

 

 

Junior Camogie Team (pictured left): 

Back: C. Ward, E. Hernandez Cobarro, B. Deeley, H. Nevin, S. Daly, K. 
Donohue, S. Greaney, K. McKeogh, S. Duhan, H. Curley, L. McGrath, E. 
Dillon, H. Earls, C. Gilchreest, E. Kenny, L. Prior, L. O’Connor, Front: S. 
Alonso, M. Noone, E. Noone, M. Cosgrove, C. McGrath, M. Dolan, C. Kelly, 
S. Fahy, G. Morrissey, C. Fahy, R. Kenny, Missing from photo: C. Hynes  

 



 

Hurling  

First Year: 

The first years got their campaign off to a great 
start with a 3-9 to 2-8 victory over Seamount, 
Kinvara on the 1st of December. They started 
very well and were seven points up at half time 
after playing with the wind. They had to with-
stand a late Seamount rally to prevail by four 
points. This was a very good team performance 
with all players putting in a very committed 
performance and augurs well for the remainder 
of this championship. 

Second Year:  

The second years met a physically strong “Bish” 
side in their first game in Castlegar on Thursday, 
November 25th. The team battled gamely and 
never gave up but eventually succumbed to the 
superior strength of the “Bish”. 

Senior:  

Our Senior Hurling team continue to train every 
Wednesday afternoon in preparation for the 
championship that will begin in January. They 
have played several challenge matches this 
term, including a draw against St Cuan’s Col-
lege, Castleblakney and a win against Mercy 
College, Woodford.  We wish them well in their 
campaign in the new year.  

 

 

Extracurricular Activities  

Soccer  

Juvenile soccer training continues every 
Wednesday.  

Public Speaking                           
& Debating 

Poetry Aloud 2021  

Well done Conor O’Shea (Second Year) 
who represented St Killian’s in the Junior 
category of the annual Poetry Aloud reci-
tation competition. The competition is run 
by Poetry Ireland and requires students to 
prepare a recitation from memory of a 
prescribed poem for judging. Entries for 
Round One of the competition, which was 
held virtually this year, were submitted at 
the end of November.  

Football 

Our First and Second Year boys played Colaiste 
an Eachreidh of Athenry on 12th November in 
New Inn.  It was a great match overall and an 
enjoyable morning for all involved.  

 

Good luck to all our school 
teams and representatives 
as they continue to do us 
proud in the new year, 
from all at St Killian’s. 

 


