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Seasonal character 
Create fun characters for every
season in writing and visual arts

You may or may not be familiar with the
work of Italian Renaissance painter
Giuseppe Arcimboldo (Arcimboldi) and his
famous portraits of the four seasons. If you
are not, you can find his images on many
websites such as www.giuseppe-
arcimboldo.org/ Arcimboldi’s work can be
used to both look at and respond to and
as a starting point in exploring the whole
idea of collage/
montage

techniques. In this article we will be
exploring how the theme of SEASONS, as
explored by Arcimboldi and by many
other artists of various times, cultures and
genres (Hokusai, Monet, etc.), might be
developed using both language and
visual arts. This particular idea of seasonal
characters is also explored by the
marvellously quirky author, Molly Potter,
in her ‘Outside the Box’ series as the theme
‘Seasons Personified’. I highly recommend
her books to teachers at all class levels.

As usual, we should begin with
oral language activity. We might

start by discussing the
concept of personification,

giving human
characteristic to ideas,

thoughts or
inanimate objects
that are not
human. With
senior classes you
might ally this
with a discussion

on anthropomorphism (giving human
characteristics to animals) or on
zoomorphism (giving them to inanimate
objects). Explain to the children that they
are going to create a character for a
particular season. This activity might be
organised in a variety of ways, ranging
from a simple drawing activity with
children working individually to a group
collaborative activity involving group
painting, construction work or work with
fabrics. (The illustrations below are group
pieces involving fabric collage/appliqué).

Begin with giving your particular
character a name. Never mind boring Mr
Autumn or Ms Summer, go for something
exotic or unusual, maybe try to use
alliteration – Wrinkled Wally Winter, Sally
Sunburn Summer, etc. Practice your
character’s signature. Make some
preliminary sketches of your character
using a variety of age-appropriate,
coloured drawing tools. Ask the children
to think about, make notes about and
include in their drawings things such as

• your character’s favourite colours,
smells or weather;

• your character’s favourite foods, drinks
and meals;

• chosen clothing, headgear, jewellery,
hairstyle and footwear;

• personality traits (possibly provide a list
of adjectives to help here);

• seasonal jobs that your character has to
perform;

• your character’s
pet, etc.
In your drawings

you might also include
sketches of your character’s
home/house and gardens and even make
a list of what plants you think they might
like to grow – the possibilities are endless.
If you can’t think of ideas, don’t worry, the
children will suggest lots of them. A
sample character profile for Ms Starhead
is shown here (first from left on p54).

Preliminary sketches, drawings and
ideas are then used as the stimulus for
artwork in the other strand areas of the
curriculum. If the preliminary work has
been done with children working
individually on the creation of a character
it might be appropriate to create the
character in clay, to paint a portrait of the
character or even to construct a puppet
of the character. If the children have been
working in groups to create a shared
character the initial work in drawing
might be used as a stimulus for a group
collaborative large-scale painting, a

constructed
diorama or (as illustrated here)

cooperative fabric collages/appliqués.
You could, of course, use this idea as a

once-off lesson plan, as a single group
project when all four seasons are
illustrated at the one time or indeed focus
on any one particular character at a
seasonally appropriate time. So possibly
you might use the idea as a project to
begin the school year by exploring and
creating images of an autumn character/s
with children working either individually
or in groups to produce an autumn family.
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Springquinox
Starhead

Her favourite colour is light green and she loves
the smell of freshly cut grass. She is always cheerful,

polite, fun and loves to chat to passers-by. She dresses in green
and wears daisy chains. Her favourite flowers are the snowdrops

because they are the first flowers she sees when she wakes up from
her winter sleep. She has lots of pet rabbits and loves April showers. She
loves to make Easter bonnets using daffodils and tulips. She loves to eat

spring cabbage flavoured with spring onions and her very favourite day of
the year is April Fool’s day. Her spring-time jobs include polishing the

bluebells, unfurling leaves and helping the birds to mind their baby chicks.
Her home is a small thatched cottage at the edge of the woods.

Curriculum Objective
Make drawings, paintings,

prints, claywork, constructions
and fabric works based on the

imagination, using a wide
variety of art tools, techniques

and media
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