
 



Björk is a singer song-writer from Iceland. Over the last four decades, she has developed a unique musical style 

that draws on multiple genres including electronic, pop, experimental, classical, and avant-garde music. Her fans are named the Björkupines. 

Her musical career started in 1987 when she was the lead singer of Icelandic pop group The Sugarcubes. After the band broke up in 1992, Björk went on to 

begin her solo career with the release of her 1993 album 'Debut'. 

In total, Björk has released 9 solo albums and her style and sound have continued to evolve throughout each of them. Often she uses her music to make 

comments on social issues such as in her latest album Utopia released in 2017. As the name suggests, through her music she explores the idea of a world 

having the ability to become a paradise which is a reference to the current challenges we face from the impacts of climate change. 



 

Background 

As a child, Björk learned classical piano and flute while studying in school. While at school, Björk took part in a 

school recital in which she sang a song by the singer Tina Charles called "I Love to Love" which was recorded. Her teachers were so impressed 

with the recording that they sent it to RÚV radio station - Iceland's only radio station at the time. 

 

After her recording was broadcast nationally on radio, Björk was offered a recording contract on the record label Fálkinn. Her self-titled 

début, Björk, was recorded when she was 11 years old and was released in Iceland in December 1977. 

 

 



Musical Style 

 

One thing is for sure, there is no other artist on the planet like Björk. 

To start with, her voice is instantly recognizable. She is considered a soprano and demonstrates this by often somersaulting around her vocal 

range. She also often explores a wide range of different dynamic ranges with her ability to sound both hushed and quiet as well as loud and 

powerful - often times within the same song. 

She has also been given credit for some very imaginative musical arrangements. For instance, in her latest album, Utopia, she features 14 

different classical flute players. In contrast, in her album Medúlla, she features two different choirs, an Icelandic choir and a choir from London. 



Björk has also been embracing of electronic instruments in her music often times producing music that includes both electronic instruments 

(such as drum machines and synthesizers) along with acoustic instruments (such as violins and cellos). 

 


